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index 
+ observe
+ form
+ space
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+ motion

The brief - Headquarters 
for the Adelaide Fringe. This 
space should include among 
other things stage space, 
office space, and flexible 
spaces to accomodate 
change in usage throughout 
the year, all within a building 
whose design reflects the 
creativity and vibrancy of the 
historical Adelaide Fringe.
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Using a live performance as the point 
of departure to explore movement 

and form allows us to produce unique 
forms directly related to actual artistic 

performance
    

how to 
distill

this into 
form?
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e x t r a c t 
c u r v e s

While sketching this performance, focus 
was on the crossing of the individual 
performers between and past each 
other. Their paths overlapped and 
integrated to create a single journey 
in which every action was affected 
by another, and these sketches try to 
illustrate this.

In particular, the movements of 
stretching and twisting, growing and 
shrinking, led to an overall impression of 
contrast throughout the perfomance. 

Using these sketches of movement 
and journey, a form that combines 
these concepts was created. Curves 
were extracted from the sketches and 
arranged acording to the visual journey 
of the performace, before being turned 
into solid forms and again altered using 
extractions from the sketches, until 
multiple potential forms were created.
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The middle option is more varied 
and interesting, as well as being 
more representative of the 
impressions and forms sketched 
during the ecrobatics, so it was 
selected.

i t e r a t i o n s
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physical model + using form to 
identify potential

creating 
the  
form 

Exploring the model in 3d allows 
a new perspective - holding it 

physically reveals potential that 
isn’t as evident digitally. To this 

end, a white card model was 
contructed from the selected 

form. It was first unrolled digitally, 
scaled, printed, and traced to 

ensure it matched the previously 
developed form.

Immediately  it stands on it’s own 
and its most dynamic regions 

can be identified ->
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creating 
spaces+
iterations
The next phase of design development 
centred around the spatial qualities of 
the form, and enhancing those through 
experimentation with splitting and 
subtracting from the core form.

1. The basic form is scaled and arranged 
on site. (site plan)

2. Mapping is developed through 2d 
visualisations of the form overlayed and 
rotated. (fig, 1)

3. This mapping is used to define curves 
and wirecut into the existing form, 
creating unique interior spaces. (fig. 2)

4. This process is repeated, and iterations 
inspected for potential, until the core has 
a range of inspiring and dynamic spaces 
both internally and within the new voids. 
(fig.3)

5. This split core and its unbroken skin 
can now be explored within the site to 
discover  its spaces.

Through these iterations, 
this strong cross cut was 
developed. It exemplifies 

the performance 
impressions, alluding to 

the crossing of paths,  
and new meetings.
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exploring spaces on site
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outdoors w/ seating
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breakdown
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program by m2

peak season vs  off  season

Designing a space for creatives, 
we’re able to encourage flexibility, 

dynamism, and versatility in 
order to cater to a variety of 

programatic needs.

This idea perfectly encapsulates 
the fringe hq - a space for 

creatives that must not only 
embody a variety of activities, but 

must withstand and compliment 
the highly seasonal nature of the 

fringe.

While the original brief for 
this project included a large 

warehouse and workshop space, 
through analysis of the avaiable 

space in my form it became 
clear that to include this  any 
warehouse would have to be 

built below ground. Therefore, the 
warehouse was not included in 

this propsal to prioritise the main 
programs. 

The programmatic requirements 
of this project, as shown in the 
adjacent diagram leave a large 
amount of usable space during 
the fringe off season which is 
most of the year. 

P r o g r a m  x  is the concept into 
which this extra space will be 
funneled - an inclusive and exiting 
proposal to provide opporunities 
for local artists to undergo a 
scholarship funded 8 month 
period of work in the HQ. 

The intent of this program would 
be to provide opportunities to 
local artists, musicians, and 
creators of all kinds who are 
occassionally under appreciated 
among the immense amount of 
interstate and international talent 
that flocks to Adelaide for fringe 
season.
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As can be seen in the previous pages 
diagram which analyses the spatial 
requirements of the brief according to 
usuage, there is a big difference between 
staffing requirements  during the Fringe 
season and the months  either side of it. 
The goal of this design is to develop a 
useful purpose for the unused spaces 
during the off season - Project X. 

In the adjacent diagrams the progamatic 
units are arranged to compliment the 
cross void of the core form, and we begin 
to divide the building into 4 distinct zones 
connected by a large central floor space, 
which all staff and visitors from each 
zone will pass through and congregate.

Project X proposes to repurpose the 
unused office spaces as creative 

studio spaces available for public use 
via  a scholarship program. This aims 
to support and discover local talent, 

preventing Adelaide artists from being 
lost within the global network of the 
Fringe celebrating South Australian 

talent. 

Music, visual art, and performace studio 
spaces will be awarded to applicants for 

8 months a year, along with a grant to 
help them pursue their craft. In this way 

Fringe HQ will preserve and build upon 
its culture as a dynamic and creative 

melting pot.

project x

private
public

creative spaces
other spaces

flexible program
consistant program
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working sections : not to scale
exploring relationship between 
building cores and developing 

potential building layouts
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project x : schol-
arship creative 

spaces

project x 

marketing

working sections : not to scale
rearranged program distribution, 
providing extra usable space for 
‘Project X’ project x 

flexible studio spaces, available to local 
artists and performers for use via a 

scholarship program 
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floor plans 

0m 10m 20m 30m

2726

G
RECEPTION / GALLERY 

PLACE
OFFICE  SPACE / 

STUDIOS

Floor plans that illustrate the goals of 
this project and the main ways it is 
utilised to those ends. 

FLOOR 1: Reception and gallery place
Flexible gallery space year round, 
also usable for meetings or extra 
studio/office space.

FLOOR 2: Flexible staff/project X
Office space with folding tables and 
moveable furniture, rearranged into 
studio space for the off season.

FLOOR 3: Outdoor bar and cafe
Central space, ‘outdoors’ but within 
skin of the building. Large kitchen 
space and seating, along with stage 
space for events. Also includes 
terraced bar spaces, also flexible 
and serve as overflow or  workshop 
spaces.

2 3
OUTDOOR 

BAR / CAFE
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Through thorough exploration 
of spatiality a final furnished 
proposal has been developed to 
accomodate the requirements 
of the provided brief.  This form 
prioritises social connections 
and the forming and evolution 
of relationships, a vital aspect 
of any creative field. This theme 
of ‘crossing’ is exemplified in the 
central social spaces for eating, 
live shows, and leisure. 

In keeping with the essence 
of the Adelaide Fringe, the 
furishings and details of this 
design aim to create a childlike 

and playful experience. From 
the stage rooms  to the office 
spaces, simplified forms 
compliment the fragmented 
building core for a graphic and 
geometric effect.

Overall the experience of this 
building design aims to be playful 
and fun, with new discoveries 
to be had in each zone. The 
Project X proposal intends 
to compliment this with local 
talented creatives, resulting in 
a well rounded arts-focussed 
mixed use space.
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i n te r i o r  v i e w s  +  m o v e m e n t
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fram
e + points

grid
projection

form

window apertures

Once interior spaces have been determined, 
arranged, and furnished, the next essential 
phase of development is the integration of the 
exterior world and the interior of the building. 

In order to create a dynamic and functional 
interface, the program grasshopper was used 
in conjunction with rhinocerous modelling 
software. using a script, it was possible to 
experiement and arrage a series of round 
openings according to grid defined by 
customised points as illustrated.  Each opening 
has an apertutre determined by its proximity 
to the points, making a varied and unique 
projection and an exciting way to experience 
light qualities in each interior space.

By considering privacy requirements, sunlight 
requirements, views, and also aethstic fluidity, 
the points were arranged, customised, and cut 
into the building skin.
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southern
elevation

Openings arranged and cut to 
compliment each spaces purpose, 
consideration into light requirements

STAGE ROOM 

MEETING SPACE + OFFICE SPACES

CENTRAL VOID WITH BAR + KITCHENS

FLEXIBLE OFFICESS AND STUDIOS

0  1                 5                                    10
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eastern
elevation

0  1                 5                                    10

Openings to compliment program usage, 
consideration into privacy  requirements 
for each program

STAGE ROOM 

FRINGE WORKS CLUB

CENTRAL VOID WITH BAR + KITCHENS

FLEXIBLE OFFICESS AND STUDIOS



4342

A cork clad surface creates a fully cutomisable pallete upon 
which artists, visitors, and employees can express themselves 
and advertise fringe events.
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