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SHELTER 

YACKA CANOPY
Set amongst the Gorges of 
Morilta Park in South Australia.
A Shelter designed to take full 
advantage of the orientation 
within the gorge, the towering 
hills immeditely to the North 
provide a natural ampitheatre 
for a secluded view through-
out the creekbed running from 
West to East.
The Shelter settles amondst the 
trees with a cantilvered deck 
protruding over the creekbed.
The “yacka” shells forming the 
canopy provide shelter from the 
western sun whilst their config-
uration allows for the roof to be 
retracted to make full advan-
tage of viewing the night time 
sky from the bed beneath.
The canopy design also pro-
vides shade to the northern 
facing doors which service 
the cantilevered deck over the 
creek.
Designed to have minimal 
impact on the site itself, the 
shelter sits above the natural 
ground line, pivoting on pad 
footings allowing for the veg-
etation to flow back within the 
footprint of the structure itself.
The gully breezes will flow 
past providing extensive nat-
ural ventilation throughout the 
shelter with doors and windows 
adjacent each other allowing for 
the cross flow of the breezes 
flowing by.
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The yacka grass was chosen only after I  
was experimenting with shapes derived 
from the 2 D paperwork.
The natural cuves of the spiked elements 
of the grass became predominant

I have taken those curves to form a 
“shape” which could be expressed in the 
3 form easily.

These shapes readily displayed a natural 
potntial for a roof structure.
Once drwn in elevation it became very 
evident that a curved roof, in segments
dictated by the “shells” could easily be
used to retract the roof providing excel-
lent night views.

The cardboard con-
toured site plan model
derived from the coun-
tour plan provided, 
gave greater clarrity to
the positioning of the 
shelter and its ultimate
orientation amonst the 
trees facing north.
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